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Voters Tell Candidates, 


e Thirteen-year-old Reyna de los Santos suddenly 
bursts into tears when she hears a TV news report that 
an Arlington, Tex., General Motors plant might close. 
Her father works there, and she’s worried that he will 
lose his job. 

¢ Kathy Woods graduated last year from a California 
law school. Since then, she’s found only one job—wait- 
ing tables over the Christmas holiday. “Of the 30 or so 
people I graduated with ... I know of only three who 
have professional jobs,” she says. 

© When a new hotel in Chicago, Ill., announced that it 
had 500 jobs paying from $5 to $9 per hour, 9,000 peo- 
ple lined up to apply. Some waited ten hours in the 
bitter cold. “I needed some steady work,” says a man 


‘who had lost his construction business a year before. 


—Eileen Blass/USA Today 
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“If it took camping out, I'd camp out.” 


Millions of Americans have stories like these to 
tell. Official Government figures show that about 9.2 . 


The Ledden family faces an uncertain future. In one month’s time, both Ken and Athena Ledden lost their jobs. 


; ) 
a a 


‘We Need Jobs! 


million Americans, or 7.3 percent of U.S. workers, 
were unemployed in February. (See graph.) But many 
experts say that these numbers don’t tell the whole 
story. They say that millions more Americans are not 
counted as unemployed because they’ve given up 
looking for work. And, experts say, millions more 
Americans are worried that they could be next to lose 
their jobs. 

As the candidates for President campaigned in 
states such as New Hampshire and Florida, where 
unemployment is high, they learned firsthand how the 
American people are feeling. Voters hammered away at 
the candidates, asking them what they planned to do to 
end the recession. A recession is an economic slowdown. 
During a recession, sales fall off and many workers 
lose jobs as companies cut back. When workers lose 
their jobs, they don’t have money to spend. When con- 
sumers don’t spend, many companies go out of business 
and even more workers lose their jobs. 
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Americans Have a Gloomy Outlook 

Americans have weathered reces- 
sions before; in fact, there was a 
worse recession than this one about 
ten years ago. But during the current 
recession, which has lasted for about 
two years, many more Americans are 
saying that they fear things won’t get 
better any time soon. 

“In other recessions, it seemed like 
we were just crossing a river. We 
could see the other side,” said a radio 
talk show host. “But this time, it 
seems as if we’re trying to cross an 
ocean. There’s no land in sight.” 

This gloomy outlook hit Americans hardest in 
February, when consumer confidence plunged to its 
lowest level since 1974. Consumer confidence is a 
measure of how safe people feel in their jobs and 
whether they plan to make major purchases, such as 
a new car or house, in the near future. 

How U.S. consumers feel is important, say experts. 
If consumers don’t spend money on goods and ser- 
vices, the economy doesn’t improve. But many 
Americans are afraid to spend because they fear they 
won't have their jobs tomorrow. 

“You can’t make plans to go out and buy a house or 


Should U.S. Consumers 
‘Buy American’? 


UNEMPLOYED WORKERS 
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—Mike DiGiorgio 


a car or send your kid to a good college,” says a worker in 
Dayton, Ohio. 

In the '92 election, experts say, the winner is likely to 
be the candidate who gives the best answer to this ques- 
tion: “What do you plan to do about the economy?” 


How are kids affected when their parents are out of 
work or are worried about losing their jobs? How do family 
spending patterns change? 


“Buy American” is a popular slogan these days. 
Many Americans support this idea because, they say, 
American jobs depend on it. These Americans say that 
buying foreign-made products, especially those made 
in Japan, takes jobs away from American workers. 

Would U.S. consumers help the American economy 
if they bought only American-made products? Experts 
say that buying American might actually hurt the 
American economy in some ways. For example, in 
Southern California, where the Buy American craze 
has taken hold, 600 Japanese companies employ 
58,000 workers, most of them American. And 
Japanese airlines are major buyers of airplane engines 
made by U.S. companies in the region. if U.S. con- 
sumers stop buying Japanese products, experts rea. 
son, Japanese companies might decide to do busi- 
ness elsewhere. 2 

There’s a second problem with buying American: It’s 
often very hard to do. Many ads urge U.S. consumers to 
buy American cars. But you can’t always tell if a car is 
made in the United States just by its name Many 


Many U.S. companies are urging customers to Bu 


Hondas, for example. are made in the United States 
with U.S. materials and labor. But some U.S. cars, such 
as the Dodge Stealth, are made in Japan. 

Some US consumeis say that they will buy 
American only tf they think an American product is 
better than a foreign one. Other U.S consumers say 
they will buy American to suppori U.S industry. 

One woman explains that buying (oreign products 
is like buying Girl Scout cookies from the giri ext 
door and not from your daughter — 


Social Studies Feature 


How the Horse Changed the 


It’s hard to imagine the history 
of the United States without the 
horse. In the 1700s and 1800s, 
Plains Indians rode lightning-fast 
horses to hunt buffalo. Farmers 
harnessed horses to plough fields. 
Settlers traveled west in horse- 
drawn wagons. Cowboys on horse- 
back rounded up cattle. 

But did you know that when 
Columbus brought horses to the 
Americas, no one in North America 
or South America had ever seen 
such an animal? No horses had 
lived in the Americas since the Ice 
Age, which ended about 25,000 
years ago. 

The horse was one of the key ani- 
mals that Columbus brought from 
Europe to the Caribbean on his sec- 
ond voyage, in 1498. (See poster- 
sized supplement “An Exchange 
that Changed the World.”) 


—George Catlin/The Granger Collection 


The excitement of the buffalo hunt shows in this cairns 


by George Catlin. 


Columbus brought only a few 


_ horses to the island of Hispaniola. 
There, the animals found good pas- © 


tures for grazing. Within 20 years, 
some of their offspring were taken 
to Cuba and other islands. 


Horses Reach Mainland 

Another explorer brought horses 
to the mainland of North America 
in 1519. Spanish explorer Hernan 


Cortés decided to conquer the pow- > 


erful Aztec Indians to obtain their 
gold. As part of his plan, Cortés 
brought 16 horses from Cuba to the 
mainland of North America in 
what is now Mexico. The Aztecs 
had never seen horses and were 
frightened by the strange, tall 
beasts. The Aztecs had good reason 
to be afraid. With 600 Spanish 
horse soldiers and help from other 
Indian tribes that the Aztecs ruled, 


—Frederick C. Yohn/The Granger Collection 


Cortés conquered the Aztecs and 
seized most of their gold. 

For many years, the Spaniards 
prevented Native Americans from 
owning horses. But by 1600, many 
Native Americans had obtained 


horses by trading with Spanish set- 


tlers. The horse transformed life for 
many Indians. The Plains Indians of 
North America had hunted buffalo on 
foot for thousands of years. But their 
way of life changed dramatically 
when they began to hunt buffalo on 
horseback. 


How Horses Helped 

In the 1600s, English, Dutch, and 
French settlers brought more horses 
from Europe to North America. By 
the 1800s, millions of wild horses 
roamed the western United States 


and millions more roamed parts of 


South America. (See map.) 


Thousands of travelers and settlers journeyed west in 


Conestoga wagons and stagecoaches pulled by horses. 


Did Horses Roam North America Long in ae 


cea species ra size of a small 
dog roamed North America. Scien- 
tists who have studied fossil skel- 


etons of this species think it was a 


forerunner of the modern horse. 
The early horse 


means “dawn horse” in Greek 


Eohippus didn’t have hooves. It 


is called 
Eohippus (ee-0-HIP-us), which | 


Scientists think that over. = time, ri 
might have developed _ into 


-Merychippus, the “transformation 
_horse.” Next came Pliohippus, the — 
-*one-toed horse,” which looked like 
muaye horse and had one large 


had four toes on each front foot i 


and three toes on each back foot : 


The next horselike animal was os 


apes enenne ein 


Americas 


‘The horse also helped European 
settlers do many things, incuding 
¢ plow more fields to grow more 


food; 
¢ travel to settle various parts of 


the Americas; 


¢ herd cattle. 
When settlers wrote about their 


life in a new land, they often said 
they owed their survival to their 


horses. 


: What was the most 
important effect the horse had 
in North America? Explain your 


answer. 


Today, horseback riding is a popular 
sport among many kids and adults. 
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Yugoslavia Breaks Apart 


After a yearlong bloody civil war, 
the nation of Yugoslavia is break- 
ing up. Two republics, Croatia and 
Slovenia, have been recognized as 
nations by the European Com- 
munity (EC). The United States 
. has announced plans to recognize 
these two nations. And U.S. and 
EC officials have said that in early 
April, they are likely to recognize 
two more parts of Yugoslavia as 
nations: Macedonia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. (See map on page 8.) 

The civil war began when 
Slovenia and Croatia declared 
independence from the European 
country of Yugoslavia in June. 
Serbia attacked Slovenia and 
Croatia to stop them from breaking 
away. Then Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and Macedonia also broke away. 

The war came to a standstill 
when a cease-fire was arranged in 
January, though there has been 
some violence since then. United 
Nations forces have been sent in to 
keep peace until the fighting groups 
reach a long-term peace agreement. 


Twelve-Year War 
Ends in El Salvador 


El Salvador is celebrating peace 
after 12 years of civil war. Most 
experts think El Salvador will 
remain at peace. But the small 
nation in Central America faces big 
problems as it rebuilds. 

The biggest problem that El 
Salvador’s 5.4 million people face is 
poverty, experts say. The country 
was poor even before the long civil 
war, which caused about $1.3 bil- 
lion in damages. 

“The war was the excuse for 
everything: no water, no electricity, 
no jobs,” says the vice president of 
El! Salvador’s congress. ”The fact is, 
peace won’t fix these problems.“ 

The United States has poured 
billions of dollars into El Salvador. 
But with its own economy sagging, 
the U.S. may cut back on aid. 

Another big problem in E] 


—APF photo/Francisco Campos 


World News Update 


But the peace- 
keeping effort may 
fail because of 
hatred among eth- 
nic groups. The 
Serbs, Slovenes, 
and Croats (KROH- 
ahts) are the three 
main ethnic groups 
that have been 
fighting. The three 
groups live mainly 
in the Yugoslav 
republic of Serbia 
and the new nations of Slovenia and 
Croatia. These three sections and 
some others were joined to create 
the nation of Yugoslavia in 1918. 

While Yugoslavia was held 
together under Communist rule, 
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Salvador is that the opposing sides 


in the war still distrust each other. 


The civil war began because some 
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Girls launch doves in San Salvador, capital city of El 
Salvador, to celebrate the end of civil war. 
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Croatian soldiers keep watch from a bridge destroyed by 
bombing during the Yugoslavian civil war. 


Biches 


quarrels between the groups were 
kept under control. But when 
Communist rule ended in 1991, old 
quarrels erupted among the 
groups, which have very different 
cultures. | 
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people felt the government was 
denying citizens their basic rights. 
Government forces and the rebels 
fought fiercely to a draw. 
Each side has accused 
the other of wartime tor- 
ture and cruelty. 

Now the government 
and its former oppo- 
nents have agreed to a 
peace treaty that calls 
on both sides to forget 
the past. It also calls for 
changes in laws to pro- 
tect basic rights. Though 
the former opponents 
still have strong differ- 
ences, many citizens say 
they are hoping for a 
lasting peace. 


—AP/Wide World 


—Bob Italiano 
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e Pegasus is the fabied winged 


horse of Greek mythology. | 
Pegasus helped many heroes to 
perform great feats. On one 
adventure, a hero named 
Bellerophon tried to fly to the 
heavens on Pegasus but was 
thrown off. Pegasus remained in 
the sky. 


The Greeks used a large wooden 
horse to win a war. They gave the 
horse to their enemies, the 
Trojans, as a gift. But the horse 
was full of Greek soldiers, who 


An English Shire horse named Hercules looks gigantic next to a Falabella horse. The 
Falabella is the world's smallest breed of horse. 


Horse Tales 


surprised the sleeping Trojans in 
the night and captured Troy. 


Before the steam locomotive was 
invented, horses pulled some 
short trains. They also pulled 
streetcars in American cities 
before electric streetcars were 
introduced. 


Do you know what famous Civil 
War generals rode horses named 
Traveller and Cincinnati? (Your 
teacher has the answers in the 
Teacher's Guide Answer Key.) 
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Which President... 


... Was the first to own 


an automobile while he 
was living in the White 
House? 


Mother Goose and Grimm 


by Mike Peters 
QUICK THIS WOLF HAS 
A GRAN 


STUCK NUS tO 
DOES ANCONE KNOW) 
THE HEIMLICH 
MANEUVER 2 


—Tribune Media Services 
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Skills Page 
Yugoslavia: A Nation Breaking Apart 
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Areas of fighting 


—bobD Italiano 


News Comprehension News Vocabulary 


Mark each statement T if it is true or F if it is false. Mark each statement C if the word in italics is used correctly 
or makes the statement true. Mark | if the word in italics is 
used incorrectly or makes the statement false. 


1. As of February, about 9.2 million Americans 
were unemployed. 


_____ 2. The current recession in the United States is ______ 1. The United States is in an economic recovery — 
the worst in 20 years. that has lasted for about two years. 

_____ 8. In February, U.S. consumer confidence hit ______ 2. In the early primaries, voters’ concern about 
its lowest point since 1974. the economy showed at the poles. 

___._ 4. No horses had lived in North America for ______ 8. “Buy American” is an example of a slogan. 
thousands of years before the arrival of ___ 4. A Buy American craze has been responsible 
Columbus. | for a drop in sales of American products. 

_____ 5. Columbus was the only explorer who ____ 5. The horse transformed life for many Native 
brought horses to the Americas. | American people. 

_____ 6. Civil war in Yugoslavia has lasted one year. _____ 6. When a cease-fire was declared, civil war in 

____ 7. Yugoslavia was created in 1918. _ Yugoslavia came to a standoff. 

_____ 8. El Salvador is in Central America. ______ 7. The United States, because its own economy 

_____ 9. For 12 years, El Salvador was at war with is sagging, may not continue to send aid to 
its neighbors. El Salvador. 

____ 10. El Salvador is a small but rich nation. _____ 8. Pegasus was a horse in Greek mythology. 


g Your next issue of Weekly Reader will be dated April 24,1992. 


